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1 Dear Sir: 
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° In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, it is respectfully requested 

I 

| that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the references listed on attached Form PTO- 

Q 

0 1449 b e considered by the Examiner and made of record. The above-referenced application is a 

z 
o 

00 

w continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Serial No. 09/459,736, filed Dec. 13, 199, now U.S. 
b 

1 Patent No. 6,148,262. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98(d), copies of the listed references are not 

g 

o required. 

oa 

z 

§ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 

o 

< construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other possible material 
£ information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists. 
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g Respectfully submitted, 
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Date: Feb. 1,2001 
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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF FILING OR BEFORE MAILING 
OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION (37 CFR 1.97(b)) 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months 

of the filing date of the application or date. of . entry, into the national stage of an international 

application or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs 

last. 37 CFR 1.97(b). 




Date: Feb. 2, 2001 John GJPoia 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington^D.C, 2023 1 
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